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RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  BINGHAM. 


Interim  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

Years  1959  and  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bingham  Rural  District  Council- 


ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Council  Offices, 


In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Health  only  a 
brief  interim  report  is  submitted  for  the  years  1939  and  1940,. to  be  followed 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  by  a report  dealing  more  fully  with  the 
period  from  the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last  complete  year, 
giving  separate  statistics  for  each  year,  in  order  that  the  annual  records 
may  be  continuous  and  complete. 


The  Minister  advises  that  the  interim  reports  should  be  confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters  arising  from  or  connected  with  the  war, 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  any  exceptional  administrative  measures 
taken  or  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I am  glad  to  be  able 
to  state  that,  although  the  normal  routine  has  been  greatly  disturbed  and 
most  of  the  work  of  your  Medical  Officer  has  been  of  an  exceptional  nature, 
no  crisis  has  arisen  in  public  health  affairs  and  no  drastic  measures  have 
been  called  for. 

I think  the  Council  will  want  to  knew  something  more  about  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  District  than  are  contained  in  my  quarterly  report, 
and  so  I have  produced  a short  statement  of  these  for  the  years  under  review. 

I beg  to  refer  members  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1938  for  comparison,  especially 
to  the  table  on  page  5,  giving  the  figures  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  only  figure  calling  for  special  comment  is  the  death  rate  for 
1940  which  shews  an  increase  of  2.4  over  that  of  1938.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  there  was  a greatly  increased  mortality  during  the  cold  spell 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  The  national  rate  (l4.3)  is  the  highest 
since  1.918,  the  year  of  the  severe  epidemic  of  influenza. 


The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  force  on  1st  October, 
1939,  and  as  much  time  as  could  be  spared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
devoted  to  work  under  the  hew  Act.  The  essentials  of  ascertainment , and 
notification  of  the  requirements  to  occupiers,  were  carried  through  but 
registration  has  been  held  up  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  improvements 
effected  on  premises  during  war-time.  Similarly,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  obtain  improvements  in  slaughter  houses  prior  to  licensing  under  the  new 
Act,  especially  when  local  slaughtering  is  in  abeyance. 


No  other  legislation  requires  to  be  mentioned  except  that  in 
October,  1939,  measles  and  whooping  cough  became  notifiable  diseases. 
Epidemics  of  these  diseases  occurred  during  1940  and  are  referred  to  under 
"Infectious  Disease." 


The  role  of  the  prophet  is  seldom  an  enviable,  one  and  in  this  war 
he  has  suffered  much  discredit.  However,  in  the  realm  of  Public  Health 
he  can  take  comfort  from  the  falsification  of  his  prophecies,  for  these  were 
often  gloomy  and  so  far  events  have  not  justified  his  outlook.  Large 
scale  movements  of  the  population  have  taken  place  without  any  noticeable 
effect  on  the  incidence  of  disease  - unless  we  include  infestation  with 
lice  and  the  parasite  of  scabies.  Although  there  is  much  that  we  do  not 
understand  in  the  propagation  of  epidemics  it  would  seem  new/  that  some  of 
our  forebodings  v/ere  founded  on  experiences  dating  back  to  a time  when  our 
knowledge  and  organisation  v/ere  much  poorer  than  now.  There  can  be  no 
doulit  that  some  of  our  immunity  from  the  troubles  that  threatened  us  may  be 
attributed  to  the  progress  in  hygiene  and  Public  Health  organisation  which 
has  been  made  during  the  last  twenty  years. 


2. 


Problems  in  the  provision  of  water  and  sewerage  have  arisen  in 
connectiOThwitti.  .pie  presence  of  units  of  the  armed  forces  -but  these  have 
been  solved  satisfactorily  by  the  units  themselves.  Co-operation  has  been 
maintained  with  these  units  in  matters  relating  to  Public  Health. 

Work  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  has  occupied  much  of 
the  time  of  your  Medical  Officer.  Miny  problems  have  arisen  but  none 
would  be  worthy  of  record  in  a curtailed  report  such  as  this.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that,  in  common  with  the  experience  of  others  throughout  the  Country, 
this  great  exodus  has  provided  us  with  valuable  lessons  in  sociology  which 
should  bear  fruit  after  the  war  and  which  can  be  more  fully  dealt  with  then. 

Two  hostels  have  been  established  for  evacuees,  both  in  Radcliffe- 
on-Trent.  These  work  in  co-operation  with  others  in  the  County  and 
exchanges  of  inmates  are  made  according  to  the  needs  of  each  case.  There 
have  been  difficulties  to  surmount,  not  the  least  of  which  have  been  in 
connection  with  the  supply  of  staffs.  If  the  welfare  of  the  children  is 
the  prime  consideration  then  the  hostels  have  been  a success  - confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  the  parents.  The  contrasting  reactions  of  certain 
children  to  the  atmosphere  of  the  private  billet  and  the  hostel  provide  an 
interesting  study  in  sociology. 

Whilst  scabies  and  verminous  heads  have  given  some  trouble  locally 
the  infestations  have  never  got  out  of  hand.  We  have  been  fortunate  in 
having,  in  the  County  Scheme,  a special  hostel  for  scabies  at  Mansfield, 
where  admission  has  always  been  readily  obtained  and  treatment  most  effic- 
iently carried  out. 

In  March,  1939,  Mr.  Eckersley  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Hurst  as 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  release  of  the  latter  in  1940,  to  take  a 
commission  in  the  R.N.^.R.  , left  a gap  which  was  intensified  by  the 
strenuous  and  ubiquitous  work  he  had  put  in  from  the  outbreak  of  war  until 
his  departure.  After  much  searching  a successor  was  found  in  Mr.  Williams 
who  took  up  duty  in  February,  1941- 

I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

Yours  faithfully, 

Wm.  B.  WATSCN. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health-  W.B.  Watson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors.  J.G.W.  Hurst,  M.S.I.A. 

(at  present  on  active  service). 
C.G.  Williams,  M.S.I.A. 

(since  February,  1941 ). 

Surveyor-  C.W.  Kendrick,  Cert.R.S.I. , 

STATISTICS  M.I.Mun.  & Cy.E. 

Area  of  District.  67,583  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

(March  1940).  4,869. 

Rateable  Value  (at  1.4.40).  80,321. 


STATISTICS 

(Cont*  d)- 


Product  of  penny  rate  per 
annum  (l940) 


£328.10.  1 


1 9 3 9. 


Registrar-General' s estimate 
of  resident  population, mid-1 939. 
Live  Births 
Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000 

population) 

Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000 
population). 
Corrected  Death  Rate. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  (per  1,000 
live  births). 


16,600. 

209. 

12.6  (England  and  Wales  15. 0). 
181. 

10.8  (England  & Wales  12.1 ). 

8.8. 


28.7  (England  & V/ales  50 ). 


1 9 4 0. 


Population  (Registrar- 

General's  Estimate).  17,280. 

Live  Births.  2l6. 

Birth  Rate.  12.5  (England  & Wales  14.6). 

Deaths.  228. 

Crude  Death  Rate.  13.2  (England  & Wales  14.3). 

Corrected  Death  Rate.  10.9. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  63  (England  & Wales  55). 

There  was  one  Maternal  Death. 

HOUSING. 

1 9 3 9. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority  4 

(2  to  abate  overcrowding  and  2 to  accommodate  tenants  of  unfit  houses). 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise  85. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1940  measles  was  prevalent  throughout  the  District,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  Country,  161  cases  being  notified,  with  one 
death.  There  were  30  notifications  of  whooping  cough,  with  no  deaths, 

during  1940. 

Cerebrospinal  fever  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the  Country 
during  the  Yfar  and  there  were  7 notifications  in  this  District,  all  in  1940. 
In  the  last  war  this  disease  was  associated  with  the  aggregation  of  men  in 
camps  and  barracks  but  this  time  the  civilian  population  seems  to  have 
provided  most  of  the  cases.  In  this  area  only  one  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
the  forces. 


There  was  an  increase  in  1940  of  the  number  of  notifications  of 
diphtheria,  the  figures  for  the  years  1938,  1939  and  1940  being  respectively 
6,  4,  10. 


In  December,  1940,  the  Minis.try  of  Health  issued  a Circular 
urging  all  Local  Authorities  to  arrange  for  the  immunisation  of  the  child 
population  against  diphtheria  and  gave  the  matter  publicity  by  broadcasts 
and  other  means.  In  this  area  the  work  was  commenced  early  in  April,  1941, 
and  after  the  first  drive  was  finished  (when  1,886  children  had  been 
inoculated,  including  6§o  of  the  school  population)  a special  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  v/ork  is  continuing  to  deal 
with  fresh  applicants,  absentees  etc. 


4. 


( 


Hospital  accommodation1  had  to  be  found  for  11  patients  in  1939 
and  18  in  1940,  apart  from  Service  patients.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  accommodation  has  been  more  easily  obtained,  probably  through  the  system 
of  co-operation  fostered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  period  of 
emergency.  The  acceptance  by  the  Derby  Corporation  of  cases  of  cerebro- 
spinal fever  (and,  during  1941,  of  cases  of  enteric  fever)  has  been  a great 
boon  to  this  District.  Formerly  these  unfortunate  patients  had  to  travel 
as  far  as  Sheffield. 

The  provision  of  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  South 
Notts,  area  seems  as  far  off  as  ever.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  provide 
a temporary  one  and  also  huts  are  being  erected  at  Mansfield  and  Basford  to 
supplement  existing  accommodation. 


